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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.—Joan xiii. 34 








For the Christian Messenger 
THE REFLECTOR —No. IL. 
“Envy will merit as i's shade persue.” 

Of all the passions which centre in the human 
breast, there is none so disgraceful as envy—it 
feeis on the frame with demoniac malignancy, 
and its corrosive canker is to the human heart 
the poison of every virtuous principle. 

Were we disposed to make an claborate “ex 
pose” of the many curses of envy, it would be pro. 

er to trace it to its origin. It was envy that 
prompted the rebellious angels in their revolt, 
and it was envy of human happiness that sent Sa 
tan on his too successfulerrand to Eden Where 
ver we see hatred, revenge, malice, or detraction 
there envy will be found to stimulate the tongue 
of the slanderer,& nerve the arm of the assassin 

Shall we envy (or hate) a man for his parade 
of wealth and splendour, without inquiring if 
there is no‘thorn in the flesh”’to poison his peace, 
no sting to alloy his happiness? Let us see if in 
his riches the means of acquirement do not bal- 


Envy, the child of a weak mind, is also the p: - 
rent of a corrupt one—it poisons the bet'er f. e!. 
ings, and its baleful influence contaminates the 
And, however polluted 
the mind may be, remove but euvy, and ’tis per 
fect as the infant’s breast. Bo we envy the rich 
es of another? let us learn that industry and econo- 
my are the parents of wealth Do we envy his 
happiness? we should know that a contented 
mind is a continual feast. Let us then by a cure- 
ful guard on our passions, seclude this intruding 
stranger from our bosoms, and leave a submis 
sion tothe ways of Providence, resting assured 
that C. 

** Whatever is, is right,” 
; —— 2+ ee 
Though not prepared to give our assent tothe 
ideas advanced by Berea, we are not un- 
mindful of the search which he has made 
mm the scriptures, and we invite his obser- 
vations on other subjects, when we shall 
have finished the publication of his present 
numbers. 
For the Christian Messenger. 
OF JUDAS ISCARIOT. 
No. I. 

Many of our Christian brethren entertain 
the idea, that Judas Iscariot, the betraver of 
our Lord and master, will suffer endless 
misery : his conduct was so flagrant that few 
seem disposed to investigate his case, but! 
rather agree in the way of the multitude, to 
consign him to his fate. From a perusal of 
the sacred volume, we are inclined to extend 


Pe - 


by transgression fell, that he might go to his 
own filace.” 

The words rendered “ that he may take”’ 

accipere, “he might go,” abire, are both 
verbs in the infinitive, signifying “ to go,” and 
“to take.” And instead of the word which 
is translated ‘ part,’ some copies read “ the 
place.” ‘ That he may take the face of this 
ministry and apostleship (from whence Judas 
fell) and goto his own place.” This verse 
therefore shows, that Matthias goes to 
his own place, viz. the ministry and apos- 
tleship, from, which Judas fell. It may 
be objected, that as Matthias had not then 
this place.it could not be called his own.” But 
he was eligible to it, and Paul says ‘ every 
man shail receive his own reward :’’ i.e. it i 
his own reward, though he does not actually 
possess it. 
But allow the “ place”’ to refer to Judas, it 
cannot mean hell, as is thought by some. ‘The 
same word signifies house in Num. xxiv. 25, 
** returned to his own flace.’in Ecles. 1i.20, it 
signifies grave, ‘* All go unto one filace.” It 
in another passage means heaven, Jno. xiv. 2, 
‘* I goto prepare a fi/ace for you.” Certainly 
no one will now say that it means heil: it 
therefore in Acts relates to the ministery 
which Matthias should take. 

2, The next objection is from Matt. xxvi. 
24, “ The son of man goeth as it is written of 
him; but wo unto that man by whom the son 
of man is betrayed, it had been good for that 
man if he had not been born.”’ 

The language of denunciation never flowed 
from the lips of our blessed Redeemer: his 
wo was the alas, pity and Tove to those he ad- 
dressed—see Mark, xiii. 17. As to “ good 
for that man if he had not been born,’”’ we ac- 
knowledge its truth, and few who have pas- 
sed their lives in guilt, or felt the keen arrows 
of misfortune, who would not exclaim, ** O 
that I had never been born.” In the eyes of 
the Almighty it was good that Judas was 
born, or he never would have been, for his 
workmanship is very good. In our eyes, 
which see but in part, many things appear not 
good. 

Job in his distress cries out, ‘“‘O that! 
might have my request, and that God would 
grant the thing that I long for, even that it 
would please God to destroy me, that he 
would let loose his hand and cut me off.” Job 
vi. 89. This isas energetic as the passage 
about Judas: yet Job tells us, ‘ My rigite- 





the gospel even tohim, and will endeavour to 
answer the objections that have been made to 
his salvation: 

1, One objection has been proposed from 
Acts, i. 25, ‘That he may take part of this 


ousness I hold fast,” xxvii. 6, and ‘in my 
llesh shall I see God,” xix. 26. 

The prophet Jeremiah, when lamenting, 
speaks in the strong and nervous language of 
his soul, ‘* Cursed be the day wherein I was 





ministry and apostleship; from which Judas 


ful as that applied to Judas, but who supposes 
the prophet urder condemnation ? 

3. ** Those that thou gavest me I have kept 
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdi- 
tion, that the scriptures might be fulfilled.” 
Jno. xvii. 12. 

Luke in chap. xix. 10. “‘ For the son of man .- 
is come to seek and tosave that which was 
lost,” now if Judas was lost and Jesus came to 
save that which was lost, surely it follows that 
Judas will be saved—and in Jno. as above, 
‘* as thou has given him power over all flesh 
that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him: 10, “ and all mire 
are thine and thine are mine: and I am glo- 
rified in them,” 24th “ Father I will that they 

lso whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am, &c. If it is true as in v. 12, 
‘‘that Judas was one that the father gave 
to Jesus,” and asin v. 2. * that he had power 
over ail flesh that he should give eternal life 
to as many asthe father had given him.” If 
it is true that Jesus was glorified as in 10th 
verse, then where is the eternal punishment 
of Judas? Will we not rather believe that the 
words of our Saviour shall be fulfilled in ver. 
24: see also John xviii, “‘of them that thou 
gavest me have I lost none,” and passim, ‘‘ of 
all thou has given me J ghould lose nothing, 
but raise it up at the last day.” “49 

4. ‘*Have I not chosen you twelve, and 
one of you is a devil ?” We cannot take this 
literally: shall we say that the Lord of life 
and glory chose an infernal spirit as his disci- 
ple? The word devil is translated very dif- 
terent in scripture: see 1. Tim. iii. 11, “ Even 
so must your wives b- not slanderers,” (de- 
Vils) (dieboZove) In Acts xvii. 18, itis ren- 
dered * gods :’ how would it read thus, “a 
setter forth of strange devils ?” ; 
We might cite many passages about the 
word devil : but will pass by them in this ar- 
ticle, only remarking that Judas was no more 
a devil, than he whom Jesus told, “ get thee 
behind me, Satan:” a devil is a false ac- 
cuser. 

5. ** And went and hanged himself,” Matt. 
xxXvii.9. Suppose he did hang himself. Can we 
in all the books of revelation, find one place 
where the self murderer is doomed to endless 
futurity of torments. Ye who understand the 
mechanism of the human mind, whose souls 
are attuned to sympathy, can pity the victim 
of suicide, How oftenin life does the desolat- 
ing scourge of misery, operate so powerfully 
on harmless and worthy men, as to drive 
them to self destruction ? There was a time 
when the rancour of bigotry was let loose, 
when the poor suicide was denied the privi- 
ledge of christian burial. Those who called 





born,” &c. Jer. xx. 14. Is not this as power- 


themselves disciples of Him who was full of 
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mercy, and compassion, refused the cup of{scrious considerations; and although some 
consolation to the surviving friends : the wife|may hesitaté to give their full ‘tassent.” yet 
and children of the unfortunate were deniedjon further‘examination they will be found to 
even the common charities of life ; and tothe/have considerable weight, and ought not to 
Cross roads they,@onsigned the body of ahus-jbe hastily rejected. 

band and a father, to be a mark of scorn and} « 71% idea advanced by Berea,” on Acts i. 
Sign post of reproach ; superstition couchedl9, are justified“by Scarlett’s translation of 


on the grave in hideous royalty. hank God) ihe passage, which reads thus ; “Show which} 


iste arte a my oe sage of these two thou hast chosen, to take a part 
throne, and madness usurp it, before man will or en every, -_ 5° eset tae prope”. 
terminate his traiistasr'y tid.tyeaeeannn aa place of the apostleship, from whjch Judas by 
: y te, by Bis OWn wi"'-(transgression fell.” 
If then Judas committed suicide, will this 
doom him toendless destruction ? The words of Christ, Mat. xxvi 24, have 
But the word translated hanged will bear]®€en rendered by some of the learned, thus: 
other meanings, or else this verse will contra-|“ $004 were i¢ for him, if he had not been born 
dict the account in Acts i. 18, which speaks|*hat man;” which, to say the least, the Greek 
of the death of Judas in a very different/Will certainly justify: xadov wv attra, si ovx 


manner. BEREA,. §|éywevedn ¢ dySaxes. ‘This does not imply that 

—— would have been better if Judas had not exist- 

No. 4. Vor. I. jed, but only it would have been good for him 
For the Christian Messenger. to have been a different character. 

No. II. The objection in John xvii 12, is answered 


* Omnia explorate: bonum tenete.” Pactus. jin John vi. 39: “And this is the father’s will 
RN om! hag Fis 1 oy = not which hath sent me, that of all which he hath 
pearance, yet my peh shall be devoted to the|“vicc in cp arama the ne faye Mae 
* Y ° F ag: ‘ > . as, 
service of the public, and that too with the/therefore, although lost, “that the scriptures 
hi, Sg ae of doing age Sera. Se might be fulfilled,” is not so lost, but that he 
: ave in view 1S, cneckK er il e raised * ant at th as »” 
wherever it be discovered, to eradicate if pos- oy wiih 'be fultilled ‘the vt of ot 
sible various superstitious notions from the]/Mat. xix. 28. “Ye also shall sit upon twelve 
human mind, and to disseminate in their room}thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
pure and unadulterated truth: endeavouring/ tow can eleven disciple sit upon twelve 
peng é; to ee atadaal Geatichy chris-|4rones ? and this promise was surely made to 
on to 1 ity. , ”? 

I cordially agree with C. in his remarks on pe om ce aie dena 
“envy,” that bane of human happiness, and} *.*¥° 4 on Z “We Foe sere, OF Ber of 
hope they will have their due weight on all ina os hi si Jit sar oe aiee Ree 4 lord 
serious and reflecting minds ; for it is with such br aad ad aaa Y _~ vin on A . —— hi 
minds, that moral lessons are most likely to di lite paid Sie lheaghy orgy og enhanc 
be beneficial. He has one or two allusions, isciple?” 1 must inform Berea, that I have 
however, which I suspect it would be rather|¥°t ues that yy tea rear oe signifies 
difficult to defend, and which, perhaps, were] 2% infernal spirit.” Berea himself says, and 
made without sufficient reflection. We read,|'Y Justly, “a devil is a false accuser” and 
it is true, “there was war in heaven : Michael] “° need not go to infernal spirits to find such 
and his angels fought against the dragon; and characters in their most literal 4 Bs ] 
the dragon fought and his angels: (Rev. xii.J@™@ Dt ben pee tomake a a which es 
7.) But we have no account who commenced rsa tr ea An dom cepa iar eieading 
this war, nor whether envy was the cause of literal or which the figurative sense: since 2 
it. Neither does it appear at all probable,|°>V!ous that evil principles, as well as good, 
from the account, that this war took place be-|4"¢ Personified in scripture, and receive ap- 
fore the creation of man. We read of “an-|Peliative names. Suffice it to say, the word 
gels that sinned,” and “ angels that kept not] S hroperly applied to one whom Jesus chose. 
their first estate,”’ but we are not informed in In this Berea and myself are agreed. 

The observations ot Berea, under the 5th 


what their sin consisted. As tothe tempta-}; {he c : 
tion of man, I believe the apostle James hadjobjection, must, I think, be grateful to every 


an idea of it whichis very correct. He says,}good feeling of the human heart. My only ob- 
“every man is tempted when he is drawn|jectionto the articleis, the term “se//-murder- 
away of his own lust and enticed” This, how-jer !” a term not justifiable by scripture, rea- 
ever, may perhaps be egvy.” (James i. 14.—/son, or common sense! What is it that consti- 
iv. 5.) , me tutes murder? Not the taking of life—as ail 

C. will find it as difficult to account for the/agree—but the taking of life unlawfully—or 
envy of angels, without a prior ¢empter, as tojthe taking of life with malice aforethought. 
account for the envy of man, unless he can}Where these are wanting, though life may 
find something in their nature which was en-|be taken, thereis no murder. ‘* Whosoever 
vious which destroys the idea of their being|hateth his brother is a murderer.” 1. John iii. 
pure and holy. We have reason to believe|i5. Murder, therefore, according to scripture, 
that the carnal mind ever was, and ever will|may exist without taking life: but murder ne- 
be, as long as it remains, “enmity against God;}ver exists without malice or hatred: of course 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither/the self murderer does not, yea cannot, exist. 
indeed can be.’ Rom. viii.7, We need not,/**For no man [i, e. in his senses] ever yet hat- 
therefore, go beyond the carnal mind to disco-jed his own flesh.” Eph. v. 29. If therefore, no 
ver the “origin”’ of envy. man ever yet hated Aimse/f (for this i what I 


The observations of Berea, are worthy offunderstand by the term own flesi and if 





murder cannot be committed without malice 


or hatred, how is it possible for a may to muzr- } 
der himsclf? The man, therefore, who, from C 
any cause whatever, is led to the rash deed of h 
taking his own lite, is to be truly pitied; he is A), 
entitled to all our sympathy; but you must find t) 


some law (and in this case, some law of God) 
which he has transgressed, before that he can 
be lawfully condemned. And even if he were 
to be condemned by the law, how shall this 
prevent the promises contained in the gospel 
from being carried into effect? Presuminy, 
however, that there is no disagreement on this re 


subject, between Berea and myself, I close. §@ la 
R.C. ul 

—s + al 

For the Christian Messenger. pon 
THOUGHTS OF ABIUR. | s 

{ 

NO.I. th 

“My freed and active spirit seems to soar: we 
Looks far beyond the narrow bounds of time, so, 
And sees in prospect that immertal clime, ae Tie 
Where sickness, pain and sorrow are no More*’ BF Mu 


The great principle in religion is the belief 
of a First Great Cause—all that we can per- @ & 
ceive leads us to this truth. He is not only the 

cause of some, but of a// things. The great® 
volume of nature, whose expansive page is 

opened to the scrutiny of every eye, unfoldstof} = {_ 
us his attributes. What an amazing display @ mez 
of wisdom, in the order of the planetary sys-@¥ tray 
tem, in the mechanism of animated existence, BH tain 
in this great laboratory, earth! How diverse BH thoy 
the effects that ensue from chemical princi-@ we 
ples, producing to man a supply for his wants! @ejot} 
Let us contemplate the human hand, the va-Mand 

riety of its movements, the number of its#path 
works; we admire the complex machinery offfjnfid. 
a watca, the magnificence of a tempie, and the Ts 
productions of art; but we cre still drawn tolfa mj} 
the source of all mechanics, the hand, and aredera! 
led to wonder at the wisdom ofits Author. @denc, 
pfecte 
may | 
ous th 
bmpre 


ur S 



































‘All nature is but art unknown to thee, 
All chance, direction, which thou canst not see.” 


We cannot find bounds to his wisdom—it is in- 





finate—and if so, whatever he plans, will be} yy 
so ordered that it can never be thwarted by. p.. 
any combination of things. ook u 
The fower of God, where is it not? It isjpn his 
spread wherever eye can pierce, wherevewphat, i 
land appears, or the immense ocean rolls itgpf. ‘I 
billows; it is displayed in the laws he has#pecti: 
given tonature. He said to the light, be, andjfione , 
light was; he commanded, and the frame offfluty t 
the universe stvod fast: his power cannot be’ rovid 
bounded, itis infinite. From this we infer, tha#faith. 
whatever his wisdom designed shall come tq@feglec 
pass, for he has the power to execute. liscove 
The dove of our Father is amply writtenj#igion ¢ 
the verdant carpet of earth shows it no les# yj af 
than the grand canopy of heaven. Theréjatiye 
dwells no nation destitute of his loving kindy the 
ness, and if we examine the affairs of men Wahidenc, 
see his benevolence. We are so constitutedhourg 5 
that we can participate in the joy of thos@hfhym,. 
who are strangers to us, and the smile on thdjmes 
countenance of magn will kindle.its like on hi ; 
fellow—even memory will present the day Lete 
that have passed, with much of their pleasureg... har 
whilst she will sprinkle with oblivion the sor nd of 
row that we once felt. It is true we weem’e Ye 
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| ned, and which infinite power will ex-cute, 


= we shall drink, and wherewithal we shall be 


mderable thought: it requires industry, pru- 
mdence and economy, none of which can be ef- 
mfected without ¢houghi: yet, nevertheless, all 
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with those who weep, but where is the being 
who finds not a pleasure in this; the treasures 
of a world would make us poor, if denied this 
heaven-born privilege—the providences cal- 
led misfortunes may assail us, but we know 
they are for our good, apd can say 


“ Those clouds you so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessing on your head.” 


The book of nature which we delight to 
read, unites with the blessed volume of reve- 
jation in teaching us to believe in a God good 
unto all, and whose tender mercies are over 
all his works: who * maketh his sun to rise 


rain on the just and unjust,” Can we find 
the being that God does not love ? If we can, 
then we may bound his mercy : but until then 
we must believe him infinite in love: and if 
so, then the design which infinite wisdom plan- 


must be infinitely good. 


For the Christian Messcnger. 





: Be not anxious fo? your life’—“att.v 23. 
W AKk&FIELD. 


This is more congenial to the spirit and 
meaning of the original than the common 
translation, take no thought, &c. It is cer- 
tainly proper that we should take some 
thought for our life, what we.shall eat; what 


clothed ; for “‘if any provide not for his own, 
and specially for those of his own house, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an 
infidel.” 1. Tim. v. 8. 

‘To provide the necessaries of life for one’s 
family, certainly requires some, yea, consi- 


may be done without anzviety. ‘“Take no anxi- 

ous thought,”therefore as the text reads in the 

amproved version, seems to be the meaning of 
ur Saviour, : 

When a man is conscious to himself that 
i¢ has faithfully discharged his duty, he can 
ook up with confidence to God for a blessing 
n his labours, enjoying a comfortable hope 
hat, in due time, he shall reap the fruit there- 
f. ‘Io possess an unreasonable anxiety re- 
pecting future consequences, after a man has 
one all in his power, or all which was his 
uty to perform, indicates a distrust in Divine 
rovidence incompatible with the christian 
aith. But, on the other hand, for *a-hfan to 
eglect his duty, and yet to be unconcerned, 
liscovers an afathy as incompatible with re- 
igion as it is with common sense. 


It affords matter of surprise to the contem- 
plative mind, whenj with a few exceptions, 
hll the world is at peace, and a smiling Pro- 
vidence is almost every where blessing the la- 
pours of the husbandmen, the real supporters 
bfhuman life, to hear people talk about ard 
imes ! 

Let every class of citizens know the remedy 
or hard times is within their reach. If one 
nd of business fails, fly to another. We 


BE 7, al 
st5 ‘ight 


luxuries of human life. 

For the present exigency, and until the ris- 
ing flood shall break out into new streams and 
flow into proper channels, it becomes the du- 
ty, and should be the wisdom of the rich, to 
retrench and curtail their expenses, that they 
may be the better able to bear the burdens of 
the foor, which unavoidably will be heaped 
upon them ; while the poorer class may con- 
sole themselves, thatif their labours will bring 
them less than formerly, yet, prudently laid 
ont, it will require less to support their fami- 
lies. And let the labouring, but absolute poor, 
know, it will cost them no more pain or sweat 
to labour for fifty cents a day, than it did 
when they could have twice or four times 
that sum—half a loaf is better than no bread, 
and let no one excuse himself from labouring 
b€cause he cannot get what he may suppose 
a reasonable compensation. 

If these few hints are acceptable, in my 
next | shall consider the text in a religious 
point ot view. K. 

—— 
For the Christian Messenger. 
OF JUDAS ISCARIOT. 


No. Il. 

6. It has been alledged that the repentance 
of Judas was not sincere. We pretend not to 
assert positively about it, we leave it to the 
searcher of hearts to know: as to his own 
master, Judas must stand or fall : but it would 
afford us much pleasure if we could see effects 
follow repentence in every Case, as it did in 
that of Judas (excepting his death) viz. the 
returning ill gotten gain, it is to be feared that 
many repent towards God, while they do not 
towards man ; that many betray Jesus fora 
less sum of money, and repent in the enjoy- 
ment of the reward. 

Those who executed Jesus, when they knew 
by the words and the actions of Judas that he 
was innocent, must have been as wicked as 
the traitor. Yet does scripture condemn 
them eternally, see Acts iii. 14. “ But ye de- 
nied the holy one and the just; and desired a 
murderer to be granted unto you, and killed 
the prince of life, &c. 19. Repent ye there- 
fore and be converted that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shad 
come from the presence of the Lord. 20. 
And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you. 21. Whom the 
heaven must receive util the times of resti- 
tution of all things, which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of adi his holy frofihets, since 
the world began.” 

It appears that our Lord even permitted 
Judas to partake of the supper. Matthew 
xvi. 26, 27. “* Drink ye all of it ;” Mark xiv. 
23, “ they all drank of it.” 

The crime of Icariot, appears greater, be- 
cause we know the character of our Redeem- 
er. But let us not view it in this light in the 
present instance: let us view it as Judas and 
the disciples did, viz. that Jesus was the fem. 


fioral Messiah: by doing this his betrayal 


will not be so infamous. 

The disciples were under the impression 
that the kingdom of Christ was to be of this 
world; that arrayed in imperial robes and 
annointed, he should lead their thousands 





ave yet rich and extensive territory, only 
vaiting for the labour of the husbandman to 


forth and liberate them from bondage. ths 
idea we may gather from Acts i. 6. “ Wit 


14% 


afford, not only the necessaries, but even thethou at this time restore again the king- 


dom to Israel.” The people had the same 
thought, for ‘ they would come and 
take him by force to make him king.”— 
Jno. vi. 15 : they also went out to meet him, 
crying ‘“ Hosanna, blessed is the king of 
Israel] that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
Jno. xii. 13. But this Jesus who could give 
the light of heaven’s bright canopy to the 
afflicted blind, who could say the’ words of 
healing to the sick, who had visited the ta- 
bernacles of death, and caused the spark of 
life to kindle in the breast of the entombed 
Lazarus—this personage turned from the of- 
fers of aggrandisement and grandeur—for 
his kingdom was not of this world. What 
were the motives of Judas, whether he wan- 
ted money, which as treasurer he could have 
stolen, or whether he thought the ruler of the 
winds and waves would extricate himself 
ftum his pursuers and establish his kingdom, 
whilst he would escape detection, we pretend 
not to say : but may we not compare his cha- 
racter with that of Joseph‘s brethren who re- 
solved to kill him, who sold their brother to 
slavery for a few pieces of silver, and may 
we not conjecture that as Joseph forgave his 
brethren after this treatment, that our spiri- 
tual Joseph will extend the hand of forgive- 
ness and the bread of life to a wretched 
Judas ? Will Jesus who was without sin, 
whose goodness was unbounded, doom those 
who sold him for pieces of silver, to endless 
damnation ; when Joseph, a man partaking 
of the weakness of human nature, could par- 
don? Many comparisons might be drawn 
from holy writ but we pass them by. 

There is, however, another objection to be 
answered that we had like to have forgotten : 
‘“* Let his habitation be desolate and let none 
dwell therein, and his bishoprick let another 
take.” Blessed be the God of Israel, none 
sha]] usurp his habitation ;it shall be desolate 
for Jesus has promised and will perform. 
‘* That ye may eat and drjnk at my table, in 
my kingdom, and set on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.” Luke xxii. 30. “* Ve- 
rily I say unto you, that ye which have follow- 
ed me in the regeneration, when the son of 
man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye 
shall also sit upon ¢welve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.”” Matth. xix. 28, see 
also 29, for those who shall inherit eternal life, 
and judge whether Judas is one. It may be 
said that the disciples chose Matthias in place 
of Judas, but this only accords with * his 
bishoprick let another take,”’ for we cannot 
suppose that they could deprive Judas, of the 
promise above mentioned of judging the tribe 
of Israel. We thus have thought respecting 
Judas, the subject required more room than 
opportunity would afford. In sincerity of 
heart we offer it to our christian brethren for 
consideration, if we are in error, let it be 
shown and we discard it, and in confidence we 
believe that inthe exercise of temperate dis- 
cussion the lightnings of revelation in bursts 
of light divine shall remove the raven wing of 
the apostate seraph even now brooding in 
superstition and bigotry over the minds of the 
children of men, and we hope that man puri- 
fied shall rise in glory, yea, even Judas to the 
orient courts,of the great J am when the lost 
treasure shall be found, and the star though 
once dimmed shall brilliate with the twelve, 
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_ hand that he die; he that smote him shall 


Memoirs of sapiain James Wilson, omitted . 


No. 5. Vou. I. 


For the Christian Messerger. 
No. IV. 


“ Omnia explorate : bonum tenete.” pavtus. 





This number must be considered a kind of 
gleaner, as (uniess I take the lead, which I 
am not disposed to do at present) there is no 
new field for me to work in. 

The “ Thoughts of Abiur,” are good ; and 
I should like to see more from his pen, 

The communication of K. contains some 
valuable instruction, as well as good advice. 
It may not, however, be equally relished by 
all. It may be thought by some, that the ex- 
travagancies of the rich are uscful, as they 
give employment to the foor. We ail then, 
if they must be extravagant, let it be in things 
of public utility, which give employment to 
our own citizens, and not in foreign articles ; 
for this carries their money out of the coun- 
try. 
The second number of Berea is satisfacto- 
ry, and shows that some of my former re- 
marks might have been dispensed with, as he 
has brought forward the same passages in fa- 
vour of that traitorous son ; who has long 
been considered as irrecoverably dost. 

Since writing my last, I have thought of an 
objection, that may be made to my remarks 
on the term se/f-murderer,from the command 
of God, ‘* Thou shalt not kill ;” whieh has 
led me to review the subject. I haveexam- 
ined the texts in Exod. xx. 13. BDeut..v. 17. 
Matt. v. 21. x1x. 18. Mark. x. 19. Luke xv111. 
20. James ii, 11. and I find the words in the 


Greek, invariably ‘“‘ Ov ¢ersvesse or, what 
is equivalent, ‘* Mn ¢evvuens,” which is 
rendered, Matt. x1x. 18. ‘‘ Thou shalt do 
no murder.” Now, to understand what it is 
that constitutes murder, according to the law 
of God ; the reader is requested to read, and 
duly consider, the 25th chapter of the book 
of Numbers ; where he will find, that although 
the revenger of blood was allowed to slay the 
murderer, yet, (see verse 20.) “ If he thrust 
him of Aatred or hur] at him by /aying in wait, 
that he die, or in enmity smite him with his 


surely be put to death : for he isa murderer : 
the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer 
when he meeteth him.” v. 25. Nothing can 
be more clear therefore, than that Aatred and 
enmity constitute murder. 

The Jews ask concerning Jesus, John viii 
92. “Will he amoxrees savrer—kill him- 
self ?”—not murder himself! And itis said 
of the Jailor, Acts xvi. 27. * He drew his 
sword, and would have cavroy avaspew—killed 
himself ; or, “‘ was going to destroy himself ; 
—but not murder himself: for the text has 


no such meaning. ' 
Thus I have endeavoured to set this mat- 


ter in its proper light : no one deprecates thejleft nothing not put under him. But when 


awful circumstance of suicide, more than my- 


self ; but nevertheless, as we cannot punishjis manifest that he is excepted who did put 
the supposed guilty, we ought not to woundjall things under him. 
the feelings of the znnocent relations, by heap-|shall be subdued unto him, 
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THOUGHTS ‘OF ABIUR. 
No. Il. 


depends on the goodness of Deity, and we 
judge that all things were designed to termin- 
ate in the best possible good to every creature. 
The small part of the riches of our Father 
has been shewn us, and his kindness we have 
felt in the present state of existence, but na- 
tural things carry us no farther ; if we wish 
to view the designs of the Aimighty Artist, 
beyond this term of life, we must appeal to 
the Revelation of his will—‘ 4d thy Works 
shall praise thee, O Lord.” Psalms cxLv. 10. 
«* And in thee shall all the familicsof the earth 
be blessed.” Gen. x11. 3.. “ And in thy seed 
shall a// the nations of the earth be blessed.” 
Gen. xx1ur. 18 ‘“ And they shall teach no 
more, every man his neighbour, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know ye the Lord : 
for they shall ad? know me, from the least to 
the greatest.” Jer. xxx1. 54. “Look unto 
me and be saved, all the ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and there is none else : I -have 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, 
that unto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shallswear, and shall say, In the Lord 
have I righteousness, and strength to him 
shall come : and all that are incensed against 
him shall be ashamed.” Isaiah xLv. 22. ** For 
itis written, As I live, ¢aith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God.” Rom. xiv. 11. “* That at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven and things in earth, and 
things under the earth: and that every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” Phillippians 11. 
10. 

Here are a few extracts from the will 
of God: shall a worm of the dust prevent 
their fulfilment? No! * for it is God who 
worketh in you, both to will and to do his 
good pleasure :” and if so, men _ will co- 
operate in his design for they are clay in 
the hands of the potter. 
It has been objected that the word aii, 
does not in every instance signify mathema- 
tically the whole; we agree that it does not: 
but to fix its meaning respecting restoration, 
we again goto scripture; In Adam all die,” 
will be admitted to be true of every indi- 
vidual, whether that individual believes it 
or not :—‘* even so in Christ shall a// be 
made alive.” In the same unbounded extent, 
we will read on: “ But every man in his 
own order: Christ the first fruits: after- 
wards theythatare Christ's at his coming then 
the end, when he shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the father : when 
he shall have put down a// rule and al/ au- 
thority and power, for he must reign till he 
hath put a// enemies under his feet :—For he 
hath put a// things under his feet: .for in 
that he put a// in subjection under him, he 


he saich, all things are put under him, it 


And when all things 
then shall the 


things under him, that God may be all in all.” 
We wish no better commentary, this shows 
us the meaning: and, further, God says 
‘* All souls are mine, and Jesus “ All thine 


We have seen in nature that every thing/are mine:» and John, “ As thon hast given 
him power over aii flesh,” for what purpose ? 


“that he should give eternal life to as many 


as thou hast given him.” ‘The design and 
fulfilment of God's decrees are so mingled 
that in holy writ we often quote the “ begin- 
ning and the end,” in the same passage. It 
may be asked, does God love the evil as well 
as the good, since he causes his sun to shine 
on them for the present? We merely ob- 
serve, that an earthly parent may love 
equally all his children, though some do 
wrong, and sin against him: but this by no 
means makes him love the sin of the child- 
dren: our Parent who is in heaven, though 
he hates sin, yet has always professed a love 
for sinners. But God, who is rich in mer- 
cy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead ig sins,» &c, 
Eph. ii. 5, 6. 

“In this was manifested the love of God 
towards us, because that God sent his only 
begotten soninto the world,that we might li¥e 
through him: herein is love, not that ve 


iv. 10. 


‘For the Christian Messenger. 
THE FAREWELL. 


The hour is come that calls forth the tear 

From him in whose breast thy memory doth live 

While thoughts of the many sweet hours spent 
here, 

Are clos‘d with the sound—Farewell thou 
did‘st give. 


Though absent, I often recal to my mind 
rhe sweet social moments together weve past, 


o‘ercasts. 


When from toil and fatigue of the day I retire, 

Ah !thou art not here to unbosom my mind 
Although thou art willing with feeling desire, 
Yet the sound of Farewell I am ever to find, 


Is otr parting forever '—no! this cannot be : 


If not in this world, in heaven “twill be, 
Where the sound of Farewell can ne‘er give us 
pain. 


And there we shall meet where parting‘s no more, 
To taste the rich fruits that Paradise gives, 
Enjoying the pleasures laid up there in store ! 
And the sounds of Farewell no more shall us 
grieve : 


Who call‘d us we trust, recipients of grace, 
Where pleasure that lasting forever doth tend 


And kindly protect thee when far, far away, 
Till death with his mandate shall close thy career 





son also be subject unto him, that put al! 





ine upon it the horrid crime of murder ! 
” rn. € 


And land the above in the bright realms of day 
T. P. 


loved God, but that he loved us,» &c. 1 John 


And muse on thy virtues that makes thee refin‘d, | 
While the sound of Farewell with gloom them & 


For hope sweetly whispers we'll yet meet again | 


Yes, there we shall meet with Jesus our friend, § 


To dispel all the gloom that parting gives place. § 


May he be thy guide where e‘er thou shalt steer, & 
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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.—Joun xiii. 34 
— od 





For the Christian Messenger. 
Mr. Epiror, 


I have read your three numbers of the 
Christian Messenger, and must tell you I am 
afraid it will bring you but little profit or 
honor either in this world or the next. Your 
admitting disputants on religious subjects, 
may please the wise and prudent, but will 
never feed the babes of Christ’s fold. Your 
work has commenced with a defence of. th: 
Second Person in the adorable Trinity by H. 
in his character as man and God R. C. has 
undertaken to prove him but a weak person, 
indefensible in argument and insufficient in 
learning. To H. 1 would say, however good 
his motives may be, he will find hard work to 
convince the wise and frudent how three can 
be one, &c. Such men with the learned Dr. 
Priestly at their head, with all their philo- 
sophy, cannot comprehend how _ body, 
soul and spirit can be one; how® light, 
heat and motion can be™ one; yet so it 
is in aefiance of all their wisdem and cun- 
ning. An higher order of beings than foolish 
ian, though residing in heaven, are not fully 
able to comprehend such glorious mysteries, 
much less the wise and prudent of this world, 

I was lately struck with the assertion of 
that glorious Being (who seems to have been 
the butt of the wise and prudent in all ages of 
the church) * That all men should honor the 
Son, even as the Father.” ] have always be- 
lieved him to be connected with that plural 
number (US) recorded in Gen. 1. 26, and ii. 7. 
and if so, he must have created all things, 
even the wise and prudent: an‘ I also be- 
lieve, (such men, if they do nottake,) He 
will one day fuifil that curse on their wis 
dom and prudence, recorded in 1 Cor, xvi. 


ow 
~~ 


I am an old man, near 70, have been 
among religious people from a child, have 
heard as many sermons as any man of my 
age in America, and some of the greatest 
preachers of the last century, G. Whitfield, 
Wesley, Newton, Romain, Medley, and a host 
of great men, made great by the power of the 
Holy Spirit working in them and by them. I 
have fonnd in reading their lives, that these 
great men became babes (or little children) 
by being brought to see, with Paul, that they 
were the chief of sinners, and as such were 
Made to believe that the US who first created 
the world, must new create them ere they 
could be reinstated into the favour of heaven. 
This new creation hasepabled them to call 
Jesus, Lord, by the power of the Spirit on 
their minds; and has encouraged them to 
believe what their Master has said to them, 
because these felt its power in their hearts 


‘* And lo! Iam with you always, even to the 
end of the world.” Matt. xxvii. 20. This new 
creating power has enabled millions, in all 
places and in all ages, to believe, that “* where 
two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there will I be in the midst of 
them to bless them.” What created 
being, from Adam to R. C. could ever 
have made two such glorious promises! 
John Wesley relates, that when he, with G. 
Whitfield and some other good men, held a 
watch-night in Fetter-lane, London, the pow- 
er of God came down on them with such 
sweet force, that they were compelled to cry 
out as with one voice. ‘ We praise thee, O 
God, we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.” 
Acts, iv. 31. Blessed promise for babes! 
Well might the blessed Jesus say, “1 thank 
thee, O Father, that thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and reveal- 
ed them unto babes.” 

As I would suppose R. C. professes himself 
a christian in name, it may do him noharm 
to ask his conscience whether love or enmity to 
Jesus as God,has produced those two pieces in 
your paper. ‘The apostle speaks in Rom. 
viii. 7. of a carnal mind being in enmity with 
God. Iam sure it R. C. loved Jesus Christ, 
he would not dare to give one dash of his pen 
to invalidate his character as God with us. 
If he loved his wife, he must be a bad husband 
to destroy her character without a cause, 
seeing she was part of himself. John, xvii. 21. 
Eph: v. 28. 

One word more with R. C. and I have 
done Paul saysthat no mancan call Jesus, 
Lord, but by the Spirit. Now, there are a few 
characters recorded in the New Testament, 
some of them great sinners, who made use 
of that appellation, Matt. viii. 2. Luke xxiii. 
42. John vii, 11 & ix. 36, 38. It might doR. 
C.no harm toread the account of them. I 
expect they were no grammarians—there- 
fore did not understand the nature of verbs, 
&c. but expressed thesimple feelings of their 
minds in honouring the blessed Jesus. If R. 
C.is a clergyman, I hope he will mind his 
business, Matti xvviii. 19.) and then depend 
on the promise in the next verse, and not 
cavil where angels adore, 


The following questions were sent for inser- 
tion in the Christian Messenger. To save 
room we follow them immediately with 
such answers as we believe the scriptures 
warrant. 

It is hoped that our christian friends will 
give the questions proposed a calm and de- 
liberate investigation, that, divesting them- 
selves of any prejudices they may possess, 
they may answer as plain as possible. If they 
view the sentiments with abhorrence, itis 
just in the light the writer once viewed them, 
and from which he was led by a search of the 
scriptures, unaided by any other book, and 
without ever having heard the doctrines 
advanced. 


‘“ EX COLLISIONE SCINTILLA.” 


1. If the Holy Ghost is egua/to the Father, 
why is it not commanded for men to pray to 
him, and why do we not readin the explicit 
language of the bible “God the Holy 
Ghost.” 

2. If Jesus Christ is egua/ with the Father 
how could he say the Father is greater ?” 
if equal in omnipotence, why say “ of myself 
I can do nothing ?” If equal in omnisciénce, 
why does he tell us “of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, neither the angels which 
are in heaven, zor the Son, but the Father 
only ?”” 


3. Ifthere is a Trinity, we would wish to 
read in literal terms, ‘*‘ The Triune God,” 
‘Three persons in one God,” &c. Can we 
comprehend how God is three, yet one? 
W ould God give us an article of belief above 
our comprehension ? 


4. When Jesus says, “ I andthe Father are 
one,” does he mean an identity of person? 
If so, what does the word ove mean, in “ that 
they mav be one, even as thou and I are one ?” 
if it signifies person here, the twelve disciples 
help to form this person. 


5, The sacred volume reads “ Jehovah is 
one :” shall we believe that he is three?’ 
* These three are one.” John. 


6. The bible reads, “ There is one God» 














jAs to Berea, (a new correspondent,) if he 
ever gets to heaven, I hope when he meets 
Judas Iscariot, he will have gratitude enough 
to thank him (Berea) for vindicating his cha- 
racter from the blundering ignorance of the 
babes, who have always thought him a gone 
man. John says in his epistle, that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him, and 





and there is none other but he, there is but 
one God the Father > shall we believe that, 


beside the Father, there is God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost? 


7. The bible reads, ** There shall be ove 


Jehovah and his name shall be one :”’ shall we 
believe that the names of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, are only different mames of him 





they think John to be pretty right. 
J. wi 


who has but ovename ? 


Quesitor. 
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Answers tothe foregoing questions. 

1. Christ Jesus yet being the mediator be- 
tween God and man, is certainly in that cha- 
racter the being to be supplicated ; and if the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost are 
one, then are we commanded in the most ex- 
plicit language of scripture to address the 
spirit. ; 

2. Christ in his mediatorial character was 
to be considered in subordination to the Fa- 
ther: but in che beginning (and out of his se- 
parate offices) he was God' 

3. In the most liternal termsit may be found 
in John’s epistles—7he Lather, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost, THESE THREE ARE ONE, 

4. God*commands us to believe his eternal 
se'f-existence. Whocan comprehend that ? 
Besides, the very article of necessary belief, 
which may be easy to the comprehension of 
one, may not be so to another, vet are these 
commands of scripture addressed to all. 

5. To the last query it is answered, that 
Christ is one with the Father-in holy deter- 
mination and will—so should the apostles 
have been one. 

Quesitor will either prove too much or 
nothing at all, because God at suitable periods 
revealed himself to his people by many names. 
The other queries either seem to doubt God’s 
omnipotence or are of a cavilling nature. 

amet 
For the Christian Messenger 


The Female Hospitable Society.’ 
It is our lot tobe a constant visitor of the 


But ina moral point of view, the benefit is 
very extensive—the idle will be compelled to 
work, because they have no other mode to 
live ; habits of industry will free their fami- 
lies from vice ; they will give an independ- 
ance which in this country especially should 
be cherished; they will teach to numbers the 
extent of their own powers, and _ lead 
them to maintain themselves: those who are 
generally the greatest sufferers, who are 
ashamed to ask, will not appear so mucha 
charity as the reward of their labour.—Rea- 
der, we desire you to search into the transac- 
tions of this society, to contemplate the effects 
that will ensue from their exertions, and we 
doubt not but you will agree with us in re- 
turning ouracknowledgements to its members 
for their perseverance in ‘* well doing” to- 
wards our fellow beings in distress, and that 
atleast you will prove your interest in the 
cause of humanity, by becoming 
A SUBSCRIBER. 
—-_ +o 
To CORRESPONDENTS. 

To “ Repentance” we have to say, that 
whatever accidental service Thomas Paine 
may have rendered our country by his party 
writing, where self was always uppermost— 
however he may have bespattered the robes 
of royalty with filth from his own ditch—his 
attempt to prostrate the morals of American 
youth—his determined and constant ridicule 
of all that is holy—leaves his memory justly 
entitled to the execration of every man of 
principle. 


For the smoothness it held on the tint Which 
it wore. 


Shall we build to the purple of pride : 

The trappings which dizen the proud ?¢ 

Alas! they are all laid aside: 

And here is neither dress nor adornment 
allow’d 

But the long winding sheet and the fringe of 
the shroud ! 


To riches? alas! ’tis in vain, 

Who hid in their turns have been hid ; 

The treasures are squandered again ; 

But bere in the grave are all metals forbid, 
But the tinsel that shone on the dark coffin lid 


To the pleasures which mirth can afford, 
To the revel, the laugh and the jeer ? 

Ah ‘here is a plentiful board ! 

But the guests are all mute at the pitiful chee: 
And none but the worm is a reve'ler here. 


Shall we build to affection and love ? 

Ah no! they have wither’d and died, 

Or fled with the spirits above: 

Friends, brothers and sisters are laid side by 
side, 

Yet none have saluted, and none have re- 
phed. 


Unto sorrow ? the dead cannot grieve, 

Not a sob, not a sigh meets mine ear, 

Which compassion itself could relieve ! 

Ah '! sweetly they slumber, nor hope, love nor 


habitations of poverty and distress ; we are!" ‘[o the charitable appeal of “ Repentance” fear 
as sensible pags A oe eon that many! we add that scripture assures us that whore-|Peace, peace is the watch-word, the only one 
of the poor are not deserving, but wedo not mongers, blasphemers, drunkards, &c, shall here, 


exclude them from relief on this ground, be- 
cause we know that ifevery man was judged 
by this rule, a great number of those who are 


not enter into heaven—Paine lived and died 
the two latter. His whole life was open blas- 
phemy against the God of heaven—and his 








Unto death, to whom monarchs must bow ! 
Ahno! for his empire is known, 








now well off would then be miserable. If @/death gave no evidence of repentance. And]And herethere are trophies enow, 
brother is in the wrong, can that exclude him/we are astonished that any man professing|Beneath the cold death! and around the dark © 
from relationship, or should it deprive him/thename of Christian, and having ever at- stone, 3 
of bpd affection: Ww ome we not try to leac him tempted to promulgate that doctrine,could un-| Are the signs of a sceptre that none may dis- e; 
into the right path? In the same light we blushingly attempt to hold up such a drunk- own. ge 
view the poor: for of one blood God hath/en blasphemous wretch as a subject of grati- 4 
made all the familiesof the earth, and we are] ude for any Civilized people. Then the first unto Hope we will build ; » T) 
all children ‘Deol Father who is in heaven. + And look forthe sleepers around us to rise, 7 | 
the Female Hospitable Society has afforded From an English paper. The second to Faith, which insures it fulfilled 7 
a proof of the truth of these remarks. It has!], NES WRITTEN IN A CHURCH YARD|And the third to the lamb of the greatsacrifice | An 
extended relief to an Immenge number of the By a schoolboy since dead. Who bequeathed us them both when herose |) « 
children of want; they searched out thej« tt is good for us to be here : if thou wilt, let} __to the skies HERBERT. § - 
causes of poverty, and applied theproper} ys make three Tabernacles: one for thee, a Th 
means to lessen them: To give to a person} one for Moses, and one for Elias.”—Matt. For the Christian Messenger 
who will not work, is as hurtful to there-] yvi 14, LINES -_ 
ceiver as it 1s imprudent in the donor— Addressed to a minister of the gospel on his da | 
it encourages idleness and multiples the] Methinks it good to be here : return to this city: his name is discovered y 
avenues to want: and on the other hand,|r¢ thou wilt, let us build—but for whom ? in them. | 
a person possessing independence of|Nor Elias nor Moses appear: Heaven has return’d thee to thy charge again 7, 
mind wilk suffer much before they W ill But the shadows of eve that.éncompass the] Enrich’d with blessings sweetly to proclaim 7 
ask assistance. It was reserved for this gloom : “ News of thetriumph of Redeemer’s love, Th 
society to accomplish in a great degree|qne abode of the dead & the place of the tomb.}Rous’d by its precepts onward still to move, 4 ; 
a plan which meets the wants ef both—they Your arduous mission all our wishes prove. - 
gave out work to the poor who were healthy : Shall we build to ambition ?’ ah no ! Ii, 
this work they sellin a store-house, and with Affrighted he shrinketh away ; His guardian hand, on whom is fix’d thy heart The 
the profits of this and the aid of subscribers} p75). coe they would pinhim below. Open’d thy way and prov’d thy every chart T, 
they administer to the necessities of such as|j, 4 small narrow cave, and begirt with cold|Love smiles with lustre on thy aged mind : Th 
are unable to work either on account of sick- clay, Call’d by this grace, in thee its virtues join’d : The 
ness orage- In giving out work to the poorly, the meanest of reptiles a peer and a prey.|Often thy message we’ve with pleasure heard A 
> Ree ili sauik ecaeoaiane: for ; nee Made happy when thou did’st dispense the . 
“ Ssity Spoil! the!To beauty ? ah no! she forgets word, r 
work, that it cannot be sold ; andthe major-}py.¢ chaiee which she wielded before : Be this thy portion—soon thy work’ must “he 
ity will require a great while to do work welling, Knows the foul worm that he frets cease, Tis 
thus, it will be a considerable time before}ype skin, which but yesterday fools could/Enjoy his smiles, and may thy end be peace Bf 414 ¢ 
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For the Christian Messenger. 
Omitted on frage 12. 
THE MISSION SHIP. 

Lo, what a gallant ship I view, 
So rich a cargo and a crew 

The ocean neverbore: 
Her freight is merchandise divine, 
Whereall celestial wares combine 

To aggrandise her store. 


Each man and mariner on board, 

The willing herald of the Lord, 
Fraught with the fruits of grace: 

The love-stor’d vessel sweeps the sea, 

‘To speed her treasure rich and free, 
To men of heathen race. 


O, for an all-propitious gale! 
Ye whistling winds, fill every sail, 

A speedy voyage be made: 
See how she ploughs the lashing main, 
lager the southern shore to gain, 

[ler cargo to unlade. 


Behold, the ocean claps her hands, 
Exulting wafts to foreign lands 
A world enriching store ; 
While breaking billows proudly swell, 
As tho’ they viewed the reign of hell 
In heathen nations o’er. 


Old Satan now with tenfold rage, 

Would all his fiends and force engage 
Her passage to annoy : 

Would trouble ocean, wind, and tide, 

And with infernal wrath and pride 
This gallant ship destroy. 


O thou ! who trod the stormy sea, 
Take thou the helm, and pilot be, 
Till all the danger’s o’er: 
O, bid the winds and waves combine, 
To waft a cargo so divine 
T 


Safe to the destin’d shore. L. 


From the Aberdeen Journal. 
HEAVEN. 
There is a land of calm delight 
‘l'o sorrowing mortals given : 
There rapturous scenesenchant the sight 
And all to sooth their souls unite, 
Sweet is their rest in—Heaven. 


There glory beams on all the plains, 
And joy for hope is given ; 

There music swell in sweetest strains, 

And spotless beauty ever reigns, 
And ail is love in—Heaven. 


There cloudless skies are ever bright, 
Thence gloomy scenes are driven ; 

There suns dispense unsullied light, 

And planets beaming on the sight, 
Illume the fields of—Heaven. 


There is a stream thatever flows, 


* To passing pilgrims given : 


Their fairest -ruit immortal grows; 
The verdant flower eternalblows 
Amid the fields of—Heaven. 


There is a great, a glorious prize, 
For those with sin who’ve striven; 
’Tis bright as star of evening skies: 
And far above it glittering lies 
A golden crown in «Heaven. 


For the Christian Messenger. 
RUTH'S PETITION. 


“Intreat me not to leave thee”’—Ruta, i 16, 
Thou whom my soul in truth doth love, 
Thou who dost all its wanderings prove, 
Naomi, best beloved name, 

Oh! may thy Ruth the title claim 

Of daughter, for no tie can e’er 

Unite this heart in bonds so dear. 

Mother, in Judah’s favored land 

Thou seek’st thy distant kindred band; 

Thy father’s country claims thee now, 

Thy home, and God, that hears thy vow; 

But shall the raging floods divide 

‘Those whom such faithful love hath tried? 

Oh! shall tall mountains barriers be 

Between this widowed heart and thee? 

Intreat me not, with cruel word, 

Yo leave thee th. , my soul’s ador’d; 

Let Orpah to her gods repair, 

To Heaven shall Ruth address the prayer; 

For where thou goest I still will go, 

Thy lodging and thy rest will know, 

The people claim, thou claim’st as thine, 

The God thou serv’st be ever mine: 

Where thou shalt sleep in peaceful death, 

There will I yield my willing breath. 

The dust that gives thee hallowed rest 

Shall be my bed, by friendship blest; 

And may the Power that rules above, 

That sees this heart and scans its love, 

Do thus, and also more to me, 

If ought shall part my soul from thee. 
EKUGENIO., 





For the Christian Messenger. 
ACROSTIC. 


W isdom and zeal thy ardent spirits fire, 

I n Jesus’ cause we see thee thus aspire, 

L ove for his name--thy trumpet’s joyful sound, 
L eading the captive where’s a ransom found, 
I n this dear cause—we see thee eager bend, 
A nd pointing where the sinner finds a friend, 
M ay heaven preserve thee till thy works shall 
end! 


S ince heaven has called, as we believe thou 
art, 

T rust in its precept—wise unerring chart; 

A nd when thy soul shall meet with trials here, 
U niold thy bosom—Jesus views thy tear; 

G o tell him all thy sorrows and thy grief, 

H e willbe near—thy suscour and relief, 

T o help thee through the trials by the way, 
O ne look from him can all thy fears allay; 


N o storms that rise need cause thee to dismay. 
T. Pa 


For the Christian Messenger. 


[On seeing the ordinance of baptism ad- 
ministered by the Rev, Thomas Griffin, 
in the Delaware, at Kensington, to seve, 
candidates, Sabbath morning, Augug 
8th, 1819, at half past four o’clock. | 


( Omitted on page 16.) 
The morn returns with gladd’ning rays, 
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Ne’er had the sun’s delightful beam 
Upon the herbage shone, 

When was immersed beneath the stream, 
Those who their Lord did own. 


*T was Jesus spake! ah, could they stay 
Away; whose precepts dear 

Bade them to fullcw in his way 
And his commands revere. 


My eyes beheld with pleasing joy 
The willing converts go, 

And cheerful follow, blest employ, 
To all around they’ll show. 


The bright example that they trace, 
Was shown in JorpDan flood, 

By him who saves them by his grace, 
And ransoms with his blood. 


They lay beneath the yielding wave, 
In true obedience here, 

In honor of the power to save, 
That speaks they need not fear. 


*Tis thus they show the Saviour’s death, 
That they with him may live, 

And speak his praises with their breath, 
For blessings they receive. 


Relying on his precious word, 
By their example tell 

How good, how kind their blessed Lord, 
Who saves their souls from hell. 


They fain would tell to all around, 
Who on them there did gaze, 

What comfort is in Jesus found, 
By monuments of grace. 


Oh! may the work performed this day 
Be registered abaye, . 
And precious souls inquire the way 


That leads to joys above. T. P. 





For the Christian Messenger. 
A WORLD YET TO COME. 
( Omitted on fage 8.) * 
Yes, Mira, thatsmile which so often you give, 
| Creates in my breast the warmest émotion, 
Bids my heart pay its homage from whence ’tis 
received, 
Awakens my soul to its warmest devotion. 


Yes, Mira, that voice which so often I heary, 

I hear not so oft but I wish it repeated, 

Like the * Music of Angels” souad sweet on my 
ear 

My grief it suspends—into joy Tam cheated. 


Yes, Mira, “ that sigh” which so oft ’scapes.thy 
breast, 

Speaks a heart that is injur‘d—though hid isits- 
sorrow : 

And Mira, to give thee a moment of rest, 

From thee, injured girl, thy grief I would bor- 
row. 


Yes, Mita, that prayer which thy heart so oft 
heaved, 

On “the light wings of angels” aacended to 
heaven, 

’Twas that you might be happy, that prayer was 

received, 





The day the Saviour rose, 
And nature’s richest charms displays, 
While free salvation flows. 


And that God who loves yirtue, this answer has 
given. 








*Yes, Mira, thy prayer and thy ofvrings heard, 
(Thy gift is thy heart, which is virtue alone) _ 
Though thy prayer here is lost, yet be not afraid, 
Thy conscience now whispers—a WoRLD rer 

TO COME.” C. 

fA work has lately appeared in this city, from 
“the pen of Mr. W. B ‘Tappan, entitied 
New-England and other poems.’—The 
first piece which gives a name to the work, 
will probably be found interesting to thosc 
who are natives of Massachusetts, and arc 
familiar with the excellent institutions of 
that state—from its faithful description of 
manners, and neat delineation of local sce- 
nery. But we find onrselves peculiarly in- 
terested in that part of the work which is 
devoted to sacred pieces. Mr. T. here 
seems to have devoted strong powers of 
mind, and valuable gifts of poetry, to the 
delightful display of some of the pleasing ad- 
monitions and promises of the sacred vo- 
Jume—the Christian will delight to find sa- 
cred poetry freed from tife dull monotony 
which has generally characterized the 
works of those who have attempted to sing 
the Lord’s song. We can pay no better 
compliment tothe work and its author, than 
to present to our readers the two following 
extracts J 

FOR THY LIGHT IS COME! 

Isa. Ix. 1. 

Omiited on page 8.) 

Hark! ’tis the prophet of the skies, 
Proclaims redemption near; 

The nightrof death and bondage flies, 
The dawning tints appear! 


ARISE, SHINE, 


Zion, from deepest shades of gloom, 
Awakes to glorious day; 

Her desert wastes with verdure bloom, 
Her shadows flee away. 


To heal her wounds, her night dispel, 
The heralds* cross the main; 
~~» On Calvary’s awful brow they tell, 
_ That Jesus lives again. 


From Salem’s towers the Islam sign 

» With holy zeal is hurled; 

"Tis there Immanuel’s symbols shine, 
His banner is unfurled. 


& 

The Pladdening news, conveyed afar, 
Remotest nations hear; 

To welcome Judah’s rising star, 
The ransomed tribes appear. 


Again, in Bethlehem swells the song, 
The choral breaks again; — . 
While Jordan’s shore the strains prolong, 
*(GoOD WILL—AND PEACE TO MEN!” 


* Missionaries to Palestine. 





THE MORNING STAR. 


¥ am the Root and the Offspring of David, arid 


the Bright and Morning Star. Rev. xxii. 16. 


Benighted on the troublous main, 
hite stormy terrors clothe the sky; 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


When lo, a gem of peerless light, 
With radiant splendour shines afar; 
And through the clouds of darkest night, 
Appears the Bright and Morning Star. 


With joy he greets thecheering ray, 
That beams on ocean’s weary breast; 
Precursor of a smiling day, 
It lulls his fears to peaceful rest— 
No more in peril doth he roam, 
For night and danger now are far; 
With steady helm he enters home, 
His guide the Bright and Morning Star. 


Thus when affiiction’s billows roll, 
And waves of sorrow and of sin, 
Beset the fearful, weeping soul, 

_ And all isdark and drear within— 
*Tis Jesus, whispering strains of peace, 
Drives every doubt and fear afar; 

He bids the raging tempest cease, 
Aud shines the Bright and Morning Star. 


—aee 
oS 


LINES 





Addressed to the Rev. SamvExt TRoTT, agent 
to the Baptist Society in Kentucky, for civil- 
izing the Indians within the boundaries of 
the United States. 
( Omitied on frage 4.) 
Servant of God! proclaim 
Aloud, the joyful news 
Of feace, through Jesus’ name, 
‘To Gentiles and the Jews: 
Teach savage tribes the written word, 
‘That they may know and serve the Lord. 


Let all your hearers feel 
Your kindness and your love; 
And hearts, though hard as steel, 
Wiil sweetly melt and move: 
Their various lusts at once deplore, 
And sweil with hostile rage no more, 


Let lib’ral ardours glow: 
Great is our present peace: 
Heralds run toand fro, 
And knowledge does increase: 
Precursors bless’d! of blissful times! 
Aurora hail! exult all climes! 


Publish salvation, free 
‘To men of ev’ry name, 
And let the heathen see, 
The means by which it came: 
And soon the fagrant flow’rs of grace 
Shall bloom in ev’ry wilderness. 


Dark angry clouds shall fly, 
With roaring winds away, 
» And leave a genial sky 
To crown a brilliant day: 
While art with nature will combine, 
To prove thy arauous work divine. 


The stately forest-trees, 
Shall prostrate thund’ring fall, 
And fields and orchards rise, ~ 
At agriculture’s call: 
While silver streams, meand’ring glide 
Through verdant meads on ev’ry side. 


Oxen shall graze and browze, 
On fruits of cheerful spring, 








‘The trembling voyager strives in vain; 
And nought but dark despair is nigh—~ 


And by their gainfu) ploughs, 








Make hills and vallies sing: “i 
All tribes, remote from dire alarms, 
Shall rest secure on balmy farms. fi 
: - 
The warblers of the trees, 4 
Prolong their artless notes, ‘ 

With hum of busy bees, " 

That, air-borne, od’rous floats: a 

But coarser sounds, from flocks and herds, 77 
Please more than charm of bees, or birds. & 
on 

Now zephyr us breezes blow, SW 
And golden harvests wave, ie 

Majestic rivers flow, ™ .-, 
Our surplus to receive: B NC 

Commerce unfurls her thousand sails —_ 
And richly every sense regales. 

Now social bands unite, Be 
Domestic altars rise, We 
nd shadows take their flight tot 
From glory beaming skies: M the 

Angelic chiefs, as guards, are giv’n, - 
And schoois and churches point to heav’n = a 

Gay youth and hoary age, oy inse 
Ju large concordant groups, ee mini 

In pray’r and praise engage, me let ii 
Afar from shrill whar-hoops: adm 

Go, GOSPEL-HERALD, RAISE thy voice, vene 
And make our WESTERN WILDS rejoice. of tl 
H. Hi cand 

For the Christian Messenger. He otett 
LINES , me ance, 

To the memory of an only child. their 

( Omitied on page 8.) » been 

Sweet babe ! in peacetul quiet rest: tS; ciple; 
My daily grict bedews thy grave only 

With tears that still had made me blest; public 
Ii tears and prayers bad power to save. . 

. quiet! 

But earth has clos‘don all { loved, each | 
All, all, that I had valued here, » ing as 

My fondest wish and hope remov’i— m™ by, th 
And there are those whochide thetear. 9% this Je 

Fy . 

In vain thev’d lessen my distress; & We 
Sweet babe, their task must fruitless be: BR '°SPOT 

I would not shed one tear the less, F much 

“ Or hush one sigh that’s breati’d for thee. BH and or 
© able, « 

To know thou wast, and oh! to know, @ wish o 
Thowrt hush in deaths eternal sleep; FL 

Who weuld forbid the tear to flow— im ‘ype. 
*Twere sacreligious not to weep. - Kac 

which | 

They cannot teach me to forget Com 
L once was blest—I once h:d thee: the Pri 

And oft, when bending o'er thee, met @. | 
The only smile ere form’d fur me. oman 

I ask not even friendship'’s power, ™ 
*Tis tears alone that soothe my pain: ee 

That cannot stifle memory’s our, 

That cannot give thee back again. “Omni. 

But HE who laid, with holy rite, As | 
Thy intant form in silent clay, « @numbe 

Told of an hour, beyond this mght S been w 
Of grave——an endless day. formed 

He bade the rising murmur cease, abr uptl 
The . hasten*d spirit kiss the rod, It is 
In mil.lest accents whispers peace, : 
And pointed to the trad of God. ie ra 
C. urn ha 

** Heay’ 
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